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March 2 marks the 20th legislative day, or one-third of this year’s 60-day 
legislative session.  

 

Gov. Jim Justice continued his effort to promote to West Virginians his plan to 
eliminate the state’s income tax during a virtual town hall Wednesday evening. 
Gov. Justice began mentioning his intention to eliminate the personal income tax 
shortly after his re-election in November and outlined the broad strokes of his 
plan during his 2021 State of the State Address. The governor said his goal is to 
make the state more attractive for families and businesses. 

 

The governor said eliminating the state’s personal income tax will result in 
increased prosperity for all West Virginians. “At the end of the day, I do not know 
a single thing that’s going to drive population, that’s going to drive opportunity, 
drive property values — not taxes — up in this state, drive wages up in this 
state,” he said. As early as Thursday, Gov. Justice said, he might submit a bill to 
the Legislature that would begin the process of phasing out the personal income 
tax. 

 

The Senate has passed bills dealing with cleaning up abandoned property (SB 
42), allowing residents to hire contractors to hook up to a public sewer line (SB 
244), a bill to simplify criteria used to define independent contractors and to 
impose objective standards on the differentiation of independent contractors 
from employees (SB 272), and creation of an Intermediate Court of Appeals (SB 
275). 

 

The Senate Government Organization Committee has not put on its agenda the 
bills dealing with contractor and other occupational licensing (HB 2006, HB 2007 
and HB 2008). 

 

The House Technology and Infrastructure Committee passed HB 2002, a bill to 
provide broadband service statewide and is on second reading tomorrow. The 
House T&I Committee, nor Finance Committee, has expressed an inclination to 
put on the agenda the numerous bills introduced to remove tolls on the West 
Virginia Turnpike or eliminate the annual fee on alternative fuel vehicles. The 
fees were part of the 2017 highway funding package promoted by Gov. Justice 
and approved by legislators. 

 

The House and Senate Finance Committees are continuing budget hearings 
before starting work on the next fiscal year budget. The School Building Authority 
of West Virginia presented its budget last week. 



 

The Senate completed legislative action Friday on a bill that will elevate the West 
Virginia Development Office and the Division of Tourism to cabinet-level 
positions, in an effort to reflect the importance of those agencies. House Bill 
2019 would rename the West Virginia Development Office to the Department of 
Economic Development, and the Division of Tourism to the Department of 
Tourism. The leaders of both new departments would be subject to confirmation 
by the Senate, but other than new titles, nothing else will change. 

 

Both agencies are currently under the Department of Commerce at the direction 
of Secretary Ed Gaunch. They will now report directly to the Governor. Chelsea 
Ruby, the Commissioner of Tourism since 2017, will retain her role leading the 
Department of Tourism as secretary, while the new Department of Economic 
Development will be led by recently appointed West Virginia Development Office 
Director Mitch Carmichael. The legislation now heads to the Governor for final 
approval. 

 

House Judiciary Committee Chairman Moore Capito, R-Kanawha, today 
conducted a virtual public hearing for House Bill 2389, which would allow the 
West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection to set certain water 
quality standards.  Public hearings have never been provided by the West 
Virginia Senate, but House Rule 84 was amended this year to allow House 
Committee chairmen the discretion to grant or deny public hearings based on 
their committee resources, and any public hearings that take place this year 
must take place virtually. 

 

“We want to make sure everyone knows they have access to us and to the 
actions here in Charleston,” Capito said. “That’s why we’ll be hosting the first 
virtual public hearing, and we’re excited to do so. This is of course new, so we 
hope everyone will be patient with us as we Zoom together from our committee 
room on Monday, and we’re looking forward to the participation.” 

 

COMPUTER SOFTWARE BILL INTRODUCED IN HOUSE COMMITTEE 

 

The CAWV and architectural and engineering community mounted strong 
opposition last year to a bill to require contractors using computers to complete 
government contracts on a software that verifies the amount of hours worked on 
the computer for the contract.  Many members responded to a CAWV Legislative 
Alert asking them to contact their legislators to oppose this legislation and it died 
in the House Industry and Labor Committee in the 2020 legislative session. 

 

The bill has been introduced again. HB 2331 has been referred to House 
Workforce Development with a second reference to Gov. Org.   

 

CAWV’s concerns on the bill include the following: 

 

◼ This bill would have a negative impact on every business that chooses to 
work with the State of West Virginia.  

 



◼ The software, which the CAWV believes is only available from one 
company, would collect, hold and use data, much of which is confidential 
and proprietary.  

 

◼ The storage requirements alone are staggering, but the security risks are 
even more alarming. All keystrokes, usernames, passwords and other 
private information could be captured by a third party. 

 

◼ Predatory oversight by an unregulated out of state entity that could 
collect and hold data is not only a bad business practice, it sets a 
standard of distrust between vendors and the state which could result in 
companies deciding not to engage in contracting with the state of West 
Virginia. 

 

◼ Tracking computer usage and activity is an invasive process that doesn’t 
come close to capturing all the work that goes into a project. Project 
management involves much more than inputting data into a computer. 
This bill wouldn’t even meet the stated objectives of the proposed bill. 

 

◼ The government contracting process has thorough accountability and 
oversight. There are plenty of programs in place to make sure the 
contractor is meeting the contractual requirements of the project. 

 

SB 34 ESTABLISHES EXEMPTION WHEN COMPANY LEASES ITS OWN 
EQUIPMENT 

 

SB 34 is a bill to create an exemption in the state sales and use tax for the rental 
or leasing of equipment among commonly owned companies. The bill adds an 
exemption under Chapter 11, Article 15, Section 9 – Consumers Sales and 
Service Tax -- for the rental of equipment among corporations with a minimum of 
50 percent common ownership. The bill passed the Senate and is in House 
Finance Committee. 

 

RECLAMATION OF ABANDONED AND DILAPIDATED PROPERTIES 
PROGRAM BILL ADVANCES 

 

SB 368, on Second Reading on today’s Senate calendar, would establish and 
implement a program to reclaim abandoned and dilapidated structures in the 
State to improve communities and to open new parcels for development. 
Dilapidated and abandoned structures are a blight on state communities and 
invite criminal activity as well as deter financial investment in state communities. 
The Reclamation of Abandoned and Dilapidated Properties Program will provide 
the State and its counties with a new tool to spur investment in our communities. 
The proposal and bill was developed by Senator Chandler Swope, R-Mercer.  
The bill passed the Senate last year but did not advance in the House. 

 

WEST VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE BILL INFORMATION 

 



House and Senate bills can be accessed from the CAWV’s Legislative home 
page at www.cawv.org/legislative. Members can view status updates on bills of 
interest to the construction industry and see what legislation is introduced that 
affects the construction industry. A summary of each day’s activities will be 
uploaded each afternoon.  

 

Below is a list of bills that have been introduced this week that have an 
impact on the construction industry or some CAWV members. Anyone 
needing further information can contact Mike Clowser at (304) 342-1166 or 
email at mclowser@cawv.org.  

 

HOUSE BILLS 

Bill # Sponsors Proposal Introduced/Committee 

HB 2667 
Del. Riley, Hansen, 

Queen, Hanna, Skaff, 
Steele, Hardy and Clark  

To create a cost saving program for state 
buildings regarding energy efficiency (FN) 

02/23/21 - To Energy 
and Manufacturing then 
Finance 

HB 2668 Del. Criss [By Request of 
the Division of Highways]  

Removing obsolete provisions regarding 
DOH standards for studded tires and chains 

02/23/21 - To 
Technology and 
Infrastructure then 
Government 
Organization 

HB 2673 Del. Criss [By Request of 
the Division of Highways]  

Exempting Division of Highways from 
Purchasing Division procedures (FN) 

02/23/21 - To 
Government 
Organization 

HB 2675 
Del. Criss [By Request of 

the WV Department of 
Transportation]  

Relating to costs and interest in eminent 
domain condemnation proceedings (FN) 

02/23/21 - To Judiciary 

HB 2691 Del. Higginbotham  
Tax emption for border cities and counties 
for gas tax (FN) 

02/23/21 - To Political 
Subdivisions then 
Finance 

HB 2715 Del. Foster  
Creating a State Central Legal Advertising 
Website (FN) 

02/23/21 - To Judiciary 

HB 2717 
Del. Mallow, Holstein, 

Nestor, Forsht, 
Longanacre and Conley  

Assure West Virginians proper access to 
water and sewage service at reasonable 
rates (FN)  

02/24/21 - To 
Government 
Organization then 
Judiciary 

HB 2720 
Del. Criss [By Request of 

the WV Department of 
Transportation]  

Creating a Merit-Based Personnel System 
within DOT (FN) 

02/24/21 - To 
Workforce 
Development then 
Government 
Organization 

HB 2749 
Del. Lovejoy, Brown, 

Diserio, Hornbuckle and 
Williams  

Reestablishing prevailing wages for certain 
state government contracts (FN)  

02/24/21 - To Political 
Subdivisions then 
Government 
Organization then 
Finance 
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HB 2757 

Del. Hansen, Young, 
Walker, Lovejoy, Diserio, 

Williams, Fleischauer, 
Rowe, Doyle, Pushkin and 

Zukoff  

Clean Drinking Water Act of 2020 (FN)  
02/24/21 - To Health 
and Human Resources 
then Judiciary 

HB 2761 Del. Zukoff and Fluharty 

Authorizing the Division of Highways to 
assess local impacts to roadways for 
activities permitted by the Department of 
Environmental Protection 

02/25/21 - To 
Technology and 
Infrastructure then 
Energy and 
Manufacturing 

HB 2768 
Del. Hanshaw (Mr. 

Speaker) and Skaff [By 
Request of the Executive] 

Supplementing, amending and increasing an 
existing item of appropriation from the State 
Road Fund, to the Department of 
Transportation, Division of Highways 

02/25/21 - To Finance 

HB 2769 
Del. Hanshaw (Mr. 

Speaker) and Skaff [By 
Request of the Executive] 

Supplementing, amending and increasing 
items of existing appropriation from the 
State Road Fund to the Department of 
Transportation, Division of Motor Vehicles 

02/25/21 - To Finance 

HB 2790 
Del. Hanshaw (Mr. 

Speaker) and Skaff [By 
Request of the Executive] 

Supplementing, amending, decreasing, and 
increasing items of existing appropriation 
from the State Road Fund to the Department 
of Transportation, Division of Highways 

02/26/21 - To Finance 

HB 2808 

Del. Capito, Rowe, 
Pushkin, Pritt, Young, L. 
Pack, Barach, Barnhart, 

Graves and Skaff 

Remove salt from list and definition of 
“mineral” for severance tax purposes (FN) 

03/01/21 - To Health 
and Human Resources 
then Finance 

HB 2812 Del. Anderson Local Energy Efficiency Partnership Act 

03/01/21 - To 
Government 
Organization then 
Finance 

 

SENATE BILLS 

Bill # Sponsors Proposal Introduced/Committee 

SB 405 Sen. Phillips 
Amending definition of "aboveground 
storage tank" 

02/23/21 - Judiciary 

SB 408 Sen. Smith 
Relating to maintenance and repair of roads 
and highways (FN) 

02/23/21 - 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure then 
Finance 

SB 427 Sen. Karnes 
Limiting DEP employees entering private 
lands for environmental purposes only 

02/23/21 - Judiciary 

SB 438 
Sen. Blair (Mr. President) 
and Baldwin [By Request 

of the Executive] 

Supplementing, amending, and increasing 
items of existing appropriation from State 
Road Fund to DMV 

02/24/21 - Finance 
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SB 440 Sen. Maynard 
Relating to requirements on abandoned or 
discontinued state highway or road (FN) 

02/24/21 - 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure then 
Finance 

SB 441 
Sen. Blair (Mr. President) 
and Baldwin [By Request 

of the Executive] 

Supplementing, amending, and increasing 
an existing item of appropriation from State 
Road Fund to DOH 

02/24/21 - Finance 

SB 443 
Sen. Blair (Mr. President) 
and Baldwin [By Request 

of the Executive] 

Supplementing, amending, decreasing, and 
increasing items of existing appropriation 
from State Road Fund to DOH 

02/24/21 - Finance 

SB 446 Sen. Weld 
Extending Neighborhood Investment 
Program Act (FN) 

02/25/21 - Finance 

SB 447 

Sen. Takubo, Boley, 
Clements, Grady, 

Hamilton, Maynard, 
Phillips, Roberts, Rucker, 
Smith, Stover, Weld and 

Woodrum 

Relating to economic incentive tax credits 02/25/21 - Finance 

SB 448 Sen. Martin 
Relating generally to property tax increment 
financing districts (FN) 

02/25/21 - Government 
Organization then 
Finance 

SB 474 Sen. Clements 
Exempting DOH from Purchasing Division 
procedures (FN) 

02/26/21 - 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure 

SB 475 Sen. Tarr 

Dedicating certain fees collected by 
agencies and licensing boards to General 
Revenue Fund 

02/26/21 - Finance 

SB 487 Sen. Swope 
Updating Division of Purchasing 
procurement and spending thresholds (FN) 

03/01/21 - Government 
Organization 

SB 489 Sen. Clements 

Returning refundable exemption for road 
construction contractors to State Road Fund 
(FN) 

03/01/21 - 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure then 
Finance 

SB 492 Sen. Smith 

Establishing program for bonding to reclaim 
abandoned wind and solar generation 
facilities 

03/01/21 - Energy, 
Industry, and Mining 
then Finance 

SB 512 Sen. Takubo, Trump, 
Maynard and Smith 

Relating to filing of asbestos and silica 
claims 

03/01/21 - Judiciary 
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